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tradesmen will be hard to find. For they who will
not save as well as gain, must expect to go out of
trade as lean as they began.

Some people tell us indeed, that putting a good
face upon things goes as far as the real merit of the
things themselves; and that a fine, painted, gilded
shop, among the rest, has a great influence upon the
people, draws customers, and brings trade. And
they run a great length in this way of talk; which
is only satirizing on the blindness and folly of man-
kind ; and showing how the world are to be taken
in, and deluded, and imposed upon, by outside and
tinsel. But I do not grant that the world in gene-
ral is thus to be deluded ; perhaps in some cases it
may be so, where the women, and they must be the
weakest of the sex, too, are chiefly concerned; or
where the fops and fools of the age resort.

But I do not see that even this extends any
further than to a few toyshops and pastrycooks ;
and the customers of both these are not of credit
sufficient, I think, to weigh in this case; we may as
well argue for the fine habits at a puppet-show, and
a rope-dancing, because they draw the mob about
them. But I cannot think, after you go but one
degree above these, the thing is of any weight, much
less does it bring credit, to the tradesman.

The credit of a tradesman respects two sorts of
people; first, the merchants, or wholesale men, or
makers, who sell him his goods; or the customers,
who come to his shop to buy.

The first of these are so far from valuing him
upon the gay appearance of his shop, that they are
often the first that take an offence at it, and suspect
his credit upon that account; their good opinion is
raised quite another way, namely, by his current
pay, diligent attendance, and decent figure; the